Sri Appayya Dikshitendral - His days at Chidambaram: 

In a small book I have with me (book is in Tamil), there is a 
very interesting narration of how the Great Dikshitendral 
attained Siva-Sayuja and merged with Sri Ananda Nataraja of 
Kanaka Sabai, the Dikshitendral 's chosen deity of worship. I 
am giving that below, translated into English. In some places, 
I have retained the Tamil original from the book. 

Shri Dikshitendral was staying in Chidambaram during his last 
days and was having regular Darshan of Sri Nataraja and was 
enjoying the Bliss. Side by side, he was also engaged in Yogic 
pursuits, again and again enjoying Advaitic Bliss, through 
Samadhic states. With all this, until his last day, without any 
break, he was performing his regular Siva Pooja and the whole 
array of Vedic Anushtanas, as prescribed. 

As he completed his 72 nd year and entered the 73 rd year, in his 
divine wisdom, he started feeling that the time for his Moksha 
was approaching. He welcomed this coming event and 
prepared a Darbhasana and sat thereon. His younger brother's 
grand- son Sri Nilakanta ( who was to become later Mahakavi 
Sri Nilakanta Dikshithar,ardent devotee of Madurai 
Meenakshi and Minister of the Naik king, at Madurai ) was 
just a 12-year old boy, at that time. Most affectionately, Sri 
Dikshithendra blessed Nilakanta. At that time, the sons of 
Dikshitendral requested their father, in their own humble way, 
to share what kind of thoughts are glowing in his mind. Sri 
Appayya Dikshitar gave his reply in a Sanskrit Sloka — which 
reads as: 



" This Chidambara Sthalam is a very well-known Punya 
Kshetram. You people, my sons, shine with your obedience 
and respect for elders. I too have written, so to say, a few good 
Granthas (works). My age is now beyond seventy. I do not 
have any desire for any earthly pleasures. Hence, I do not pray 
for anything. I only want to see the Great Beatitude of Siva 
Pada. " Dikshitendral, who is reputed to have written, in all, 
104 Granthas or Works, all of outstanding merit, on various 
subjects (Advaita, Bhakti, Vyakarana, Kavya, Alankara, 
Philosophy etc.,) refers to himself, with great humility, as one 
who had also written a few granthas. 

Having just said this Sloka, Dikshitendral saw before his eyes, 
an wonderful and blinding light. In the centre of this Light, he 
saw the the Lifted Paadam (§n«a>«S]uj ^(^QJiq.) of Sri Ananda 
Nataraja, in all its grandeur. In his great ecstasy, the following 
half- sloka came out of his lips, in grand style. . . 






Qu(TF)LDrT6^fl^r ^l(rF)QJL4^ ^rTLD^DIJLlfl^T (SuOlJITGTflLUIT^TgJ 

6T^tu§j ^[533 1/2 6to£6Wc95£5s5l6N OuiT^GTTrT^Lh. Saying this 

half-sloka, the Great Dikshitendral shuffled off his mortal 
coils and merged into the Infinite. Sri Nilakanta Dikshithar, 
Dikshitendral' s brother's grand-son and 12 year old boy at that 
time sitting by his side, immediately understood what great 
event he had witnessed. Sri Nilakanta had great poetic talents, 
even at that age of 12. He immediately completed the other 
half of the Sloka, in the most appropriate way, in great style, 
couching the words in the same Sanskrit Meter, which 
Dikshitendral had used for the half-sloka. This is how, Sri 
Nilakanta had completed the other half of the Sloka. 



a 



enr rfl 6 ili it 53 lulq ^a^o^LlLUL^iurTeb, l51jx>lji_| , glnjULj, gjesruLb 
^<9§1ili L^rTcScSCTTrTeb g,LpuuLi_ ^Lb^rTrrLDrTa^lfT) $)15<3d ,@rr6L| 

6TOn"6t06U^LDn"65T <#l6UU^^6^^ ^6ff)l_p5gj 6)51 Ll_ HIT <956T1")" CTCOTp 

Qun"(rF)6TT 6U(TT)<g51rD LDrT^lrflLurras yjj pfeuasgfferL ^sb^sjn, 5jqs\ Ourfluj 

asrrgMTLDrg^lrjLDrTasas Qasrrgwr© ^L^^^rTrrasetT 6\asu?j\ 

Q^n"6b6\3uu©<3§]n)g|. 



r^i rjTT^LJ Qu(5ldit6ot a^rfjlaflu^leb, ^fljrrr)] ^Isjjjrr L^rrrfLorT 

<sn"S6Y) (Lp^6b gp6inrQiT<gffiffi6\3 <#1536tu6u6tu(tT)65)i_i]j ssrbL^ijr^ijrr^gOT 



4 

a^LDiLid^a^eb, ^r^Sss ^fJld^ ^ljuilwj {§<3b§^&)ijQjn<5>6T\ 

^6U(j5<g5@ ^rfla^eOTLb Qa^iLigj g^nojasas ssrbyjijLb (Lpa56bliu 
Qun"(rF)6TT(g526TT Sa^asrfl^gjas Q as n"6wr 14(555 ad 55 11516b, Sja^lSsj^sjlrrrr 
u^^rTcg^iju UL^aserfleb 6j\fj\ a^rfjls^liLiCTT Qa^fljrjp, yrflnji—urTgDU 
Qu(jT)LDn"gui_6(Jr @rr6MrLrD55c956\)n5S5n"n". 6TU[T6ijmr^<956TT(^L51iL|Lb, gjrnh 
^rjTT^l^gj 6ur5^§jLDn"ecT #1 ^ 6td Su a 2 (15 6?ni_iiJ ^Lba z n"6u^n"rr(LpLDn"£5r 

^[5^ LQQfQrTflJT " \T> 6T0 l_|6OT[J[T6UfT^^S^, [5 CTU L|6OTrrn"6U[T^^G^ " 

CTCOTTij 2_urfli_^rEiJ <g56rfl 6b a^. rf)l uj u l^. LD(t)rfJ6Mr@ 6un"rrn"Qr5f51ujn"(^liiJ 
#l6U6TDn"LL|^iiJLb ^ffi)L^ ^uSurra^iiJLb rsssQrjTELj^Lb urro51uj§j. 
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